
www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  Wednesday, July 1, 2015 A3

SOLD AT $725,000

1939 Ascot Drive, Moraga

SOLD AT $970,000

1623 Camino Pablo, Moraga 

SOLD! SOLD!

Listed at $624,500Listed at $950,000

SOLD AT $1,225,000

1224 Rimer Drive, Moraga

SOLD AT $1,250,000

140 Oxford Drive, Moraga

SOLD! SOLD!

Listed at $1,099,000Listed at $1,095,000

More EBMUD Work Downtown
By Cathy Tyson 

Managing water infrastructure

is not easy, and it’s no secret

that aging pipes are more susceptible

to cracking, corroding and bursting,

especially vintage pipes that date back

to the Depression, when Herbert

Hoover was president.  

      

Businesses and residents of the

usually congested Lafayette Circle

area were concerned about the lack of

water, traffic gridlock, cones and flag-

gers on the narrow street, as 700 feet

of pipe, dating back to 1931, was re-

placed.  Starbucks, Roam Burger, The

Cooperage and Chow all had their

normal business interrupted, along

with neighbors who call the area

home.  Although there are temporary

patches on the roadway now, final

paving is targeted for mid-July. Half

of the pipe on Lafayette Circle has

been replaced, but the other half of the

street that ends at the Mercantile

Building is on hold until the East Bay

Municipal Utility District  determines

the best construction process.

      

“We can only do so much,” said

City of Lafayette senior engineer Matt

Luttropp, acknowledging that the city

has very little leverage over the utility

company.  Affected locals weren’t shy

about calling the city to voice their

complaints.

      

According to EBMUD commu-

nity affairs representative Michelle

Blackwell, the utility was trying to

be sensitive to restaurants and busi-

ness; water was cut off in the area for

eight hours from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. on

a Monday to be minimally impactful

– usually a restaurant’s least busy

day. Residents who were thinking

about a bath or perhaps flushing the

toilet were out of luck that particular

night.  

      

Crews are working on nearby

Brook Street and the 510 feet of pipe

installed in 1933.  Construction,

which is slated to continue until the

end of July, will impact the usually

busy intersection of Moraga Road

and Brook Street at Lafayette Ele-

mentary School, said Blackwell.

      

Two other major projects are

coming to Lafayette, including the

long-awaited Diablo Vista Pumping

Plant replacement project that will

connect a 30-inch diameter water

pipeline installed along the freeway

side of Mt. Diablo Boulevard to a

new modern, efficient pumping plant

farther down Mt. Diablo Boulevard

near the cemetery.  The old original

pumping plant wedged into a tight

space near Ace Hardware first started

moving water to serve the area back

in 1954.  

                  

... continued on page A10

Brook Street is closed near Moraga Road for EBMUD, where workers are re-
placing over 500 feet of pipe that was installed in 1933.       Photo Cathy Tyson
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Plastic Bag Ordinance
Begins TODAY July 1, 2015  

TO HELP KEEP PLASTIC POLLUTION OUT OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, CREEKS AND BAY

Select businesses are required to charge a minimum of 10¢ per paper checkout bag. 
All other retail stores and restaurants can no longer distribute plastic bags for carryout, 

however these businesses may provide paper carryout bags free of charge.

What businesses must charge me for a bag?
Select businesses are required to charge a minimum of 10¢ per checkout bag 

(compostable bags, recycled paper bags, or reusable bags). These include:

> Grocery Stores & Markets     > Convenience Stores     > Pharmacies     > Liquor Stores

Other retail and public eating establishments are not required to charge for bags.

How can I avoid the 10¢ charge?
Customers can avoid the charge by bringing their own bag or refusing a bag when they  
make a small purchase that is easy to carry without a bag.

What bags are allowed under this ordinance?
Bags integrated into the packaging of products, bags without handles used exclusively to 
carry produce, meats, or other food items, prescription medication, food or merchandise 
that needs to be segregated to avoid damage or contamination to other food or merchandise 
(examples include small paper bag for greeting cards, paper bags to protect glass bottles, 
plastic bags around ice cream or soup containers, paper bags used to weigh candy, etc.).

TO LEARN MORE visit www.lovelafayette.org/bags or contact the Planner-On-Duty at 925-284-1976 

CITY OF LAFAYETTE

Thank you for helping us build a better Lafayette. 
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